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Introductions: To begin, this pattern is worked from the bottom of the beard up in seed 
stitch. This is a one skein, knit in a day project, making it perfect for a last minute 
Halloween costume.  Also, it is a great stash buster (pun intended). So, while I 
recommend Baby Alpaca Grand by Plymouth Yarn, truly any super bulky yarn will do. 
Now, let’s get started… 
 
Technique, Yarn, and Needle Recommendations: 
--Seed stitch and I-cord techniques are used. 
 
--1 skein of Baby Alpaca Grand by Plymouth Yarn Super Bulky (110.0 yards (101 m)) 
Again, any super bulky yarn will do. 

--Needles size: US 10 6.0mm   

Gauge: 8sts = 2inches in seed stitch 

Designers notes: First, a word about the gauge.  For those of you who are using this 
pattern as a stash buster and might not have the most appropriate yarn I recommend that 
you follow the gauge measurements loosely. Everyone has a different shaped face, so I 
suggest that you challenge yourself to focus more on the length and style of beard you are 
going for and the face to fit it. However, keep in mind that seed stitch should be a tight 
knit. If you begin to see holes between your stitches you might want to try a smaller 
needle size. 

 

 

 
Oh, Brother!   

…A beard design by Liza Root 



  2 

Beardy beginnings. 
First Row: CO 2 stitches. 
*Next row: Working in seed stitch, increase one stitch at the beginning and end of the 
row. At the end of this row you now will have 4 stitches. (As you continue in this pattern 
keep in mind that at the end of every row you should always have an increasing even 
number of stitches.) 
 
Continue to repeat this row* until beard measures 2 ½ inches or 6.3 cm (or until the 
beard is a desired length measuring from the bottom of your lower lip down). 
 
Designer’s note: Make your increase in your first stitch match where you are in the 
seed stitch pattern. For example, before beginning a row, look at the second stitch on the 
row to see if it is a purl or a knit stitch.  If the second stitch is a purl than increase into 
your first stitch as if to knit.  Again, if the second stitch on your row happens to be a knit 
stitch, then increase into your first stitch as if to purl.  And, when increasing at the end of 
the row just add a stitch to match the seed stitch pattern on your row. 
 
Inserting the mouth opening:  I made my mouth 2 inches wide (8 stitches), you may 
want or need to make your mouth opening bigger. So begin by counting your stitches and 
determine where your center two stitches are on the row, from there you can count out 
from the center how many stitches you will evenly bind off to form your mouth.  
 
First Row, (inserting the bottom lip):  Continue to work in the established seed stitch 
pattern (increasing a stitch at the beginning) and work until the 8 center stitches (or 
desired number of stitches) BO 8 stitches (or desired number for mouth opening) and 
work in seed stitch to the end of the row (increasing one stitch at the end).  
 
Second Row, (inserting the top lip): Continue to work in seed stitch (increasing one 
stitch at the beginning) and work until the BO center stitches and CO 8 stitches (or 
desired number) and work to the end of the row (increasing one stitch at the end). 
 
Following Rows: Continue working in the established seed stitch pattern* until the top of 
the lip of the beard measures approximately ¾ inch, or 2cm, or desired length to cover 
upper lip.  
 
BO: BO in established pattern (without increases at the beginning and end of the row). 

 

I cords to tie on the beard: Once the beard 
is bound off, pick up 3 stitches on the far 
right corner of the edge of the beard (as seen 
in the photo) and begin working an I-cord for 
approximately 10 inches (or long enough to 
tie around your head). Repeat on left far 
corner of the beard. The beard should tie 
easily on the back of the head and fit well 
over the ears.  
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Finishing: Weave in ends and enjoy your new beard. 
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